CHAPTER ELEVEN – ARUBA
(11/12/01)

We meet Cymbelline again. We sell 1,125 GP of gems. We buy a kimono, a broadsword, masterwork bolts and a masterwork rapier.

We are taken around the back of Harper’s Hold, and enter through a magic door that is guarded by a gollum. We solve many musical puzzles, and find a lute along the way. Eventually we get to a room where we meet Cymbelline. He gives Takashi a riddle, which he must solve or lose his life. The riddle is:

All in one and one in all

Coloured star and silken strand

Seek me when the mighty fall

And when your doom is near in hand

Youth am I and wisened sire

Shepherd boy and noble famed

Now my nature strip you bare

And venture my immortal name.

Faith, fate, hope, courage, justice, truth, destiny, time – VIRANKA

Cymbelline tells us to go to Wintershiven and speak to a priest or alchemist.

(17/12/01)

Cymbelline gives Takashi a necklace and vanishes. The party has a look around, reads some books and then leaves. Errol tries to steal some books, but is stopped.

Emerging from the secret passage, they discover an angry mob out to kill the “plague-carriers’ (i.e. the party). The mob discovers Gecko, who jumps onto a roof and leads them away from everyone else - Corin also takes to the roofs, and everyone else runs down the alley. Takashi vanishes.

Chased by the entire mob, Gecko suddenly finds his current roof shrouded in mist - someone is trying to stop him with magic. While on the roofs, Gecko hears someone speak with a Nipponese accent. By hiding in an alley, he manages to evade the mob - the others find the other end of the alley to be mob-free, and head back to the inn.

Unfortunately, Michelle was busy putting her armour on - she now walks out of the wrong end of the alley, and into a dozen of the mob, who grab her. One stabs her and receives a steel toecap in the wrong place for his troubles.

Then the guards show up, chase the mob off and arrest Michelle. Corin sees thios from the roof and follows the guards and Michelle to the guardhouse, then heads back to the inn to report what she’s seen.

An hour later, Gecko arrives back at the inn. Worried about leaving the inn, the group decides to wait until morning before doing anything.

16 June 1002

In the morning, Gecko, Llewella and Corin collect Michelle, who has been released after being questioned and checked for the plague. Back at the inn, they read the scroll they found at Harper’s Hold, and find out some preventatives (but not cures) for the “red plague” - almost but not quite the same as the current plague. Llewella takes this information around the local healers. Michelle investigates Wintershiven, which turns out to be the home of truly fanatical followers of Pelor - if they find out we aren’t Pelor’s followers, we’ll get lynched.

The day is spent relaxedly wasting time - we still have a week to wait until Michelle’s new armour is ready.

17 June 1002

The full moon before Winter Solstice, which has Takashi very excited. He takes everyone except Errol (who is still asleep) out to a park before dawn to perform a ceremony for the Day of Destiny. The focus of the ceremony is Michelle (who has lost her paladin powers), who sadly doesn’t have a clue what is going on, eben though she is sitting on cushions of red silk with a dagger within arm’s reach and being prepared to ‘honour’ herself ...

As the sun comes up, Michelle and Takashi go through a culture shock as the former figures out that she is supposed to be commiting ritual suicide, and the latter discovers that Western notions of honour are somewhat different from his own. He is finally persuaded to abandon the ritual, to Michelle’s relief.

(21/12/01)

Waiting for Michelle’s armour to be ready, the party undertake various personal tasks. Corin, Llewella and (sometimes) Michelle spend the time in the forest outside the city; the others remain inside.

Still investigating Wintershiven, Michelle learns the name of the ‘head honcho’ - Reifus “the Pagan-Hammer”.
